
A
s the elders who wrote the dec-
laration “Reclaiming Jesus: A 
Confession of Faith in a Time of 
Crisis,” to which 5 million people 

responded, we now issue “A Call to Prayer 
and Fasting.” We urge Christians to remain 
steadfast in their faith and engage with the 
deepening challenges our nation faces.

In 1863, at the height of the Civil 
War—the most divided time in American 
history—Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a 
national “day of fasting, humiliation, and 
prayer.” Today, we also believe our national 
crisis calls for prayer, fasting, humility, and 
repentance. With the season of Lent before 
us, we ask how we can apply Lenten spiritual 
practices to our lives and to the dangers fac-
ing our democracy.

We pray with those who suffered during 
the unconscionable government shutdown 
and with those who face poverty and hun-
ger every day. We pray for those who live in 
fear of deportation and family separation. 
We pray for those who face violence—espe-
cially parents who fear for their children of 
color—and those who endure language of 
racial divisiveness. We pray for the soul of 
the nation and the resilience of our govern-
ment’s processes. We pray for those who have 
lost hope.

Above all, we pray for God to take away 
our fear and stir within us certainty in the 
fact that Jesus Christ is Lord. We pray that 
all will come to know that Jesus is love and 
that this knowledge will permeate our lives. 
We pray that we may have wisdom to dis-
cern and speak truth, and courage to stand 
for it in our public squares. We pray that 
we may be bridges that bring God’s love to 
our angry national discourse. We pray for 
pure hearts.

Therefore, we are calling for national 
prayer and fasting beginning on Ash 
Wednesday, March 6, and continuing 

through the season of Lent. We call upon 
church leaders, pastors, and local congrega-
tions to respond to the ongoing devastation 
that so many people face. We also call upon 
church leaders to stand up to the misuse and 
abuse of political power, in protection of the 
constitutional checks and balances of govern-
ment and the common good.

We announce this “Call to Prayer, Fasting, 
and Action” to local cathedrals and churches, 
for Ash Wednesday services around the 
country. We call on clergy to pray and preach 
the gospel message and lead their churches 
to serve as the conscience of the nation. We 
call on clergy to foster dialogue that builds 
unity. We call on clergy to offer prayers that 
our political leaders will make decisions not 
for their self-interest but for what is right for 
our nation and those whom Jesus called “the 
least of these.”

Let us assemble for prayer in national 
and local worship spaces across denomi-
national lines. Prayer turns us to God and 
fasting focuses our attention on repentance. 
Gathering to pray will anchor us for the days 
ahead. Our Lenten prayers in our homes and 
our churches can be weekly and daily, indi-
vidual and corporate, personal and public. 
As we pray, let us also discern what our best 
responses should be in such a time as this. It 
is time to reclaim Jesus—and have Jesus lay 
his claim on us.

We must pray and ask God to take us 
deeper and prepare us to give a response 
that comes not from the Left or the Right, but 
because we are, first and foremost, followers 
of Jesus. Lent is traditionally characterized by 
prayer, penitence, and almsgiving—which is 
defined broadly as solidarity with the most 
vulnerable. Prayer and fasting will help us 
find the spiritual vigilance and availability 
that are necessary for action.

May God bless and keep us, guide and 
direct us, and prepare us to reclaim Jesus. n
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